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AutoCAD ® 2008:  What’s New!

Keith Waite
Application Engineer
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Introduction

Keith Waite, Application Engineer, Manufacturing Division

• Been with ALACAD for 10 years

• Been working with Autodesk products for 19 years

• Started with AutoCAD Release 9

• Autodesk Certified Instructor for 10 years on AutoCAD/LT, 
AutoCAD Electrical, Autodesk Vault & Autodesk 
Productstream.

• AUGI CAD Camp 2007 Speaker

Please place cell phones on Silent



© 2006 Autodesk 4

AutoCAD 2008:

Meticulously refined with the designer in mind, 
AutoCAD 2008 propels day-to-day drafting forward 
with: 
� Annotation Scaling
� Layer Properties per Viewport
� Table and text enhancements
� Multiple leaders
� Operating system enhancements
� Fit and Finish
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Annotation Scaling

AutoCAD has no understanding 
of annotation scale

� Manual calculations

� Forced to duplicate 
information on multiple layers
� Size
� Placement
� Visibility

Error prone and difficult to create 
and to update

“This is a big problem for us.  If we want to show the same text at different scales, we end up having 
to copy the text to a different layer, and setting the size of the text on each layer …”
Jon Rizzo, Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc

Problem
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Annotation Scaling

Automated scaling of text, 
dimensions, blocks, hatches 
and linetypes

� Text height, hatch size etc. 
automatically calculated 
based on scale

� Position and visibility can be 
controlled based on scale 
selected

� Single source of information, 
no data redundancy

Solution
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Layer Properties per Viewport

Cannot set layer properties in 
a specific viewport

� Highlight info in viewport 

� Must duplicate geometry in 
order accomplish affect 
today

“AutoCAD 2008 will save a lot of redundancy and potential errors across a project. All the annotation 
improvements will greatly simplify the inevitable revision process.”
Eric Miller,  CAD Manager, Boora Architects

Problem
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Layer Properties per Viewport

Layer properties per viewport

� Control of visual properties 

� New columns in layer 
manager, easy to set one 
by one

� Easy reset to global 
properties

Solution
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Table & Text enhancements

Cannot wrap tables or text over 
multiple columns

� Must manually insert breaks

� Tedious reformatting

Table and text formatting issues

� Limited table styles

� Problems with indents, 
alignment and line spacing

“Table Enhancements (the link to excel is a must have for us), leader fixes, dimension 
enhancements, M-Line Attributes and MTEXT improvements in AutoCAD 2008 are key factors in 
prompting us to upgrade”
Robert Coutu, CAD Manager, ARUP

Problem
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Table & Text enhancements

Tables

� Tables wrap automatically 
over multiple columns

� Improved table styles 

� Variable cell margins for title, 
header and data cell

MTEXT

� Text wraps automatically over 
multiple columns

� Tab styles and alignment 
supported

� Paragraph line spacing control 
for selected lines

Solution
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Multiple Leaders

Customers need to create multiple 
leaders for a single note

� AutoCAD has limited 
creation ability for multiple 
leaders 

� Need to align multiple 
leaders

� Need to edit leaders

“You guys have obviously been reading wish lists and listening to users.”
Lisa Beranacchi, CAD Manager, Schulershook , Lighting and Theatre Design

Problem
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Multiple Leaders

Automated creation of multiple 
leaders

� Multiple segments

� Leading or trailing position on 
text

� Options for placement of 
leader with respect to text

Automated alignment of notes and 
leaders as a group

Solution



© 2006 Autodesk 17

Operating system
Microsoft Vista and 64 bit support

� Installs and runs seamlessly under new Vista OS

� 64 bit port (not for AutoCAD LT)

� Improved performance and stability for large 
data sets

� Platforms: 
� Intel EM64T (not Itanium), AMD64
� Windows XP 64, Windows Vista 64
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System Requirements 
The system requirements for 32-bit AutoCAD:

• Intel® Pentium® 4 processor, 2.2 GHz Recommended 
• Microsoft® Windows Vista™, Windows® XP Home and Professional (SP2), Windows® 2000 (SP4) 
• 1 GB RAM 
• 750 MB free disk space for installation 
• 1024x768 VGA with True Color 
• Microsoft® Internet Explorer® 6.0 (SP1 or higher)
• DVD/CD reader

Ships on DVD. Available on CD (Worldwide) and DVD (select countries and languages)

Additional System Requirements for 64-bit AutoCAD
• Windows XP Professional x64 Edition and Windows Vista 64-bit 
• AMD64 or Intel EM64T processor 
• 1GB RAM, 2GB for Windows Vista 64-bit 
• 750 MB free disk space for installation

AutoCAD 64-bit cannot be installed on a 32-bit Windows Operating System.

The System requirements for Windows Vista or 3D modeling (32 and 64-bit AutoCAD)
• Intel® 3.0 GHz or greater 
• 2 GB RAM or greater 
• 2 GB free hard disk available not including installation 
• 1280 x 1024 32-bit color video display adapter (True Color) 128 MB or greater, OpenGL®, or Direct3D®
capable workstation class graphics card.
• For Windows Vista, a Direct3D capable workstation class graphics card with 128 MB or greater is 
required. 

Get information on graphics hardware certified for use with AutoCAD 2008.
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• Bi-directional data exchange with Excel 
• Table spanning enhancements
• Table formats: currency, excel formats
• Multi line attributes
• Autofill cells along rows or columns
• Insert blocks and text in same cell
• Spell check improvements
• Paragraph spacing in MTEXT
• Fade entities layer color except current layer
• Isolate command by dimming
• Independent LTScale per viewport 
• Manipulating layouts
• Dynamic linetype
• Dimensions multi-line text and alternative units
• Hide crossing dimension lines
• Inverse Xclip
• Layer states and viewports – display differently
• Publish and plotting – homogenous plot file

Fit and Finish
• Allow new layer notification in XRefs
• Spell check dimensions
• Automatic DIMDLI
• SSM reverse publish order
• Perspective horizon work
• Easier way to add layouts to SSM
• Ability to change multiple copy default
• Activate palettes when object is hovering 
• Support overriding tool icons in palettes
• Ability to redefine blocks through tool 

palettes
• Tool palettes command line access
• Tool palettes: saving tool order
• Command line render support
• Osnap to 3D solid while it is dragged
• Recover for XRefs
• Trim fence option fix
• Tool tips for dynamic blocks
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Autodesk Products
General Design
• AutoCAD
• AutoCAD LT
• Autodesk Symbols

Architecture, Engineering and Construction
• AutoCAD Architecture
• AutoCAD Civil 3D
• Autodesk Civil 3D Civil Design Companion
• Autodesk FMDesktop
• Autodesk Impression
• AutoCAD Land Desktop
• AutoCAD MEP
• AutoCAD Raster Design
• AutoCAD Revit Architecture Suite
• AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite
• AutoCAD Revit Structure Suite
• Autodesk Survey
• Autodesk Topobase
• Autodesk VIZ
• CAiCE Visual Transportation Products 
• Revit Architecture
• Revit MEP
• Revit Structure

Geospatial

• AutoCAD Map 3D

• Autodesk GIS Design Server

• Autodesk MapGuide

• Autodesk MapGuide Enterprise  

• Autodesk MapGuide Studio 

Manufacturing

• Autodesk Inventor

• AutoCAD Electrical 

• AutoCAD Mechanical

• Autodesk Productstream

• Autodesk AliasStudio

• Autodesk Buzzsaw

• Autodesk Streamline

Plant

• AutoCAD P&ID

For more information go to http://www.autodesk.com/products

Viewers

• Autodesk Design Review - FREE

• Autodesk DWF Writer – FREE

• DWG TrueView - FREE

• DWG TrueConvert - FREE
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Top Reasons to Add Data Management 
to Your Design Process

1. Organize and Search

2. Revisions and Lifecycles

3. 2D and 3D Viewing and Markup

4. Multi-user Management

5. Multi-CAD and Microsoft Office Integration
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Thank you for attending
AutoCAD 2008 Seminar hosted by:

Questions 

all seminar registrants who turn in a survey will be entered to 
win one large grand prize at the end of our seminars 

Please fill out your Evaluation forms

ht t p: / / www. al acad. com


